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I Congress became publicly 
embroiled in the Green Beret 
controversy yesterday when 
| Rep. Peter W. Rodino (D-N.J.) 
announced he would demand 
1 an explanation froty the 
I Army’s top command 

Rodino, as a start, said he 
will meet with Acting Secre- 
tary of the Army Thaddeus 
Beal at 10 a.m. today at the 
Pentagon. 

At that time, the congress- 
man is expected to demand 
the release of Capt. Robert F. 
Marasco of Bloomfield, N.J.— 
part of Rodino’s congressional 
district. 

Marasco and seven other 
Green Berets are in the Log- 
binh jail outside Saigon while 
the Army investigates the 
murder of a Vietnamese near 
Nhatrang on June 20. 

The Army has said the eight 
Green Berets are suspected of 
premeditated murder and con- 
spiracy to commit murder. But 
no formal hearing — such as a 
civilian type of arraignment — 
has been held yet. 

Rodino plans to argue that 
Marasco should be released 
from jail, at least until the 
Army decides whether to 
lodge formal charges against 
the suspects. 

This opens up a new front 
on the case which threatens to 
put the Army, itself, on trial 
along with the Green Berets. 

“The evil of secrecy sur- 
rounding these soldiers' ar- 1 
rests must be broken in order 
to render justice to the ac- 
cused,” Rodino said in a state- 
ment yesterday. He is a for- 
mer Army enlisted man who 
rose to the rank of captain 
and also is a lawyer, 
r- The lid the Army tried to 
put on the whole case already 
has been pried partly open. 
Hard information has leaked 
out that the Vietnamese man 
killed had been accused of 
working both for the allied 
side and Hanoi just before he 
was killed. 
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If the case goes go to trial 
and the Green Berets testify 
that they were ordered to kill 
the double agent, the Army 
leadership will have a case on 
its hands involving some of 
the same legal questions 
raised by the Nuremburg 
trials after World War IL 
The Army has evidence indi- 
cating that at least one of the 
Green Berets, under Investiga- 
tion believed the killing had 
been approved by higher mili- 
tary authority as well as coor- 
dinated with civilian intelli- 
gence officials. 

What role the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency played in this 
hush-hush case of the double 
agent has not been spelled 
out Officially, the agency con- 
fines itself to “no comment.” 
But sources familiar with 
the CIA’s operations in Viet- 
nam insist the agency was not 
involved in the case — an asser- 
tion disputed by some Green 
Beret sources. 


Just what role the CIA or 
>ther intelligence operatives 
►layed, if any, in what the 
Vrmy characterizes as a pre- 
neditated murder is bound to 
:ome out sooner or later. Beal 
>robably will be asked that 
luestion today. 

Another question which the 
Pentagon so far has refused to 
answer is who originated the 
surest order of the eight 
3reen Berets. 

George Gregory, the attor- 
ney for Maj. Thomas C. Mid- 
dleton Jr., arrested as a sus 
pect in the killing, has told re- 
porters in Saigon that “Gen. 
Abrams is personally responsi 
ble.” 

Gen. Creighton W. Abrams 
is commander of American 
forces in Vietnam. His boss, 
Gen. William C. Westmore- 
land, Army Chief of Staff, pre- 
viously had Abrams' job. Both 
therefore have been directly 
responsible for Green Beret 
operations in Vietnam. 

It is an open secret that 


many old-time Army officers 
dislike the whole idea of hav- 
ing a special elite force like 
the Green Berets wlthm the 
Army structure. Besides rais- 
ing fundamental policy ques- 
tions about Special Forces op- 
erations, the murder case is 
likely to fuel this in-service 
controversy. 


